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Dear Freshmen,

Congratulations on your acceptance to the Yeshivah of Flatbush! We look forward to meeting you in September. While 

we wish our incoming freshmen a wonderful summer, we also want you to use your vacation time productively. 

Therefore, over the summer, ALL freshmen are required to read TWO books.  

Book A is a free choice (please make sure to get parental approval) and will need to be completed by August 18th when 

your short assignment is due.  Choose well; make a decision based on the synopsis of the work and not on the cover or 

length. Often, shorter works contain more complex ideas, while longer works have more exciting and engaging plots.  

Book B is from the options listed here. During your first few days of school in September your English teacher will be 

giving you an in-class writing assignment on your reading of this book -so be prepared. 

As the Jewish Holidays fall unusually early next year it means there are minimal school days in September so you MUST 

read The Book Thief by Markus Zusak by the first week in October. This will be the first book taught in class. To make 

sure you read actively you will be required to complete  this assignment.

Please remember that you need not like or agree with everything you read. Sometimes a book that provokes dissent is 

as stimulating as a book that echoes our own thoughts. Our hope is that your reading will engage your minds, stimulate 

thoughts, and help you to clarify and become more comfortable with your unique perspectives on life.

Best wishes for a healthy and productive summer.

Sincerely,
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
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Instructions:

● Choose a book
● Get parental approval
● Read the book 
● Upload a video of yourself discussing the book on Flipgrid.
● If you have a YoF email you must sign in to Flipgrid with your YoF address.
● If you do not have a YoF email address, please sign in to Flipgrid using the address 

that the school collected from you.
● Your video should be between 1 and 2 minutes
● Due date 18th August
● Your video will count towards your classwork grade for first semester.

           BOOK A

   CHOICE BOOK

“Books and doors are the same 

thing. You open them, and you go 

through into another world.” – 

Jeanette Winterson

https://flipgrid.com/e1265762
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BOOK B

(CHOOSE ONE)

Be prepared to 

write about this 

book during your 

first week of 

school in 

september

Refugee
By: Alan Gratz

Hotel on the Corner 
of Bitter and Sweet
By: Jamie Ford

Salt to the Sea
By: Ruta Sepetys

The Orphan Keeper
By: Cameron Wright

Little Women
By: Louisa May 
Alcott

A Separate 
Peace by: 
John 
Knowles
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The Book Thief   By: Markus Zusak         (Due 10/04/2021)

 

Directions:  For your work on The Book Thief  you will choose TWO quotes in each chapter that resonate with you. 
Think about some of the following prompts while choosing your quotes:

● What does this quote show about the character?
● Does this quote hint at something that might happen later in the plot? 
● Does this quote strike an emotion?
● Does this quote reference a possible symbol?
● Does this quote suggest a possible theme?
●

Below is a sample of what the chart should look like. You can do this on the computer or a sheet of paper. 
Enjoy reading!

 Quotation page number Significance

When Liesel arrived in Molching, she had at least some inkling that she 
was being saved, but that was not a comfort. If her mother loved her, why 
leave her here on someone else’s doorstep? … The fact that she knew 
the answer—if only at the most basic level—seemed beside the point. 
Her mother was constantly sick and there was never any money to fix 
her. Liesel knew that. But it didn’t mean she had to accept it…. Nothing 
changed the fact that she was a lost, skinny child in another foreign place, 
with more foreign people. Alone.

25 As I was reading this quote, Liesel’s voice and 
extreme loneliness struck a chord in me. Her 
desperation to be with her mother was 
heartbreaking. It seems like the theme of 
loneliness with be present in the story, with 
Liesel starting a new life with strangers. Liesel’s 
start in Molching will probably have many ups 
and downs. I’m excited to see what happens on 
her journey.
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“I love books. I adore everything 

about them. I love the feel of the 

pages on my fingertips. They are 

light enough to carry, yet so heavy 

with worlds and ideas. I love the 

sound of the pages flicking 

against my fingers. Print against 

fingerprints. Books make people 

quiet, yet they are so loud.” – Nnedi 

Okorafor 


